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A QUAKER 
IN CHINA 


MARY PROTHEROE returned from 
China last week after a month there with a 
British Youth Delegation. Together with 
John Woods she represented the Young 
Friends (Quakers) Central Committee. 


In her middle-twenties, Mary Protheroe is 
working in her father’s business in South 
Wales, before that she was employed with 
the Friends World Committee for Consulta- 
tion. 


JFFOUR weeks in China are not long 

enough to have any real understand- 
ing of that large country’s problems but it 
was long enough to feel the warmth of 
friendship that was extended to us as 
members of the first British Youth 
Delegation to visit China since the 
proclamation of the People’s Republic in 
1949, 


The first ten days of our visit were spent in 
Peking visiting schools, universities, nurseries 
and factories, etc. We were impressed by the 
amount of building that was being done. 


It was amazing to see new factories, uni- 
versity wings, office buildings, workers hostels, 
nurseries, etc., being built without the aid of 
the machinery that we consider necessary in 
the West. 


The new buildings, covered with wooden 
scaffolding, had long ramps alongside so that 
all materials necessary for construction could 
be carried to the top. Bulldozers and cranes 
were practically non-existent on the construc- 
tion sites that we saw. Long processions of 
donkey carts carrying sand and cement were 
familiar sights. 


The past 


We were also able to visit the beautiful 
ancien building of China’s past, the Forbidden 

City or Imperial Palace, the Temple of Heaven 

ant the Summer Palace. These links with the 
adi were being restored to their former glory. 
Chinese traditional architecture is known not 
only for its low curved roofs but also for the 
beautiful and intricate paintwork which covers 
both the exterior and interior of Chinese 
houses. 


We were told that one large gateway had 
taken one year to restore and indced from the 
care we saw being taken of every tile and 
figure it was easy to imagine that this was the 
case. 


A Buddhist temple was being restored for the 
first time since it was built 200 years ago. 
The side temples looked as if life had stood 
still but the main central temples were glorious 
in their profusion of colours. 


The rest of our time in China was spent in 
visiting Nanking, Shanghai, Hanchow, Tientsin 
and Shengyang in the North East. In alt these 
places a great welcome was given to us. 
Tientsin, where we arrived at 6.30 in the 
morning and left at 7 in the evening, can be 
given as an example of a typical day. 


Upon arrival by the two special railway 
coaches in which we travelled, we were greeted 
by the officials of the Tientsin Federation of 
Democratic Youth with others, and presented 
with bouquets of flowers by the young girl 
Pioneers. Then off to a hotel for a rest until 
breakfast. 


The rest of the morning was spent visiting a 
“State Capitalist " Woollen Mill, where we met 
the capitalist, who is the director; with officials 
of the factory trade unions. The capitalist 
explained the present system in China whereby 
privately owned enterprises are contributing to 
China’s progress. 


The future 


Then back to the hotel, where over a 
Chinese meal we exchanged greetings of friend- 
ship and goodwill between the youth of our 
two countries, and they presented us with gifts 
of traditional craftsmanship. 


The programme in the afternoon was a full 
one with visits to a hospital for textile workers 
built since whe tiberauon, and to a Woinus 
Cultural Palace in the factory area. In the 
large auditorium seating 1,500 people, a 
rehearsal of folk dancing was going on. There 
were side rooms for art, music and discussions, 
and an open air theatre for musical concerts. 


Then_gn to a Youth Palace, where after 
introductions and welcomes, we were immedi- 
ately drawn into student performances of 
traditional songs and dances. The Youth 
Palace included games rooms and an exhibi- 
tion of photographs of young model workers. 


A girl Post Office tclephonist who was a 
Model Worker, accompanied us during the 
afternoon. 


After the performance was over, the young 
people streamed into the playground and we 
joined in with folk and social dancing until it 
was time to leave for the train. 
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Let World Court decide—India 
UN rejects appeal from 


H-bomb 


islanders 


NOW 1,600,000 JAPANESE SEND PETITION 


Two moving appeals to the United Nations from peoples affected by 
the H-bomb tests have had almost no publicity in this country. Peace News 
publishes them in the hope of stirring the conscience of Britain. 
AN appeal to the United Nations for an ending of H-bomb tests in their territory, 
made by the people of the Marshall Islands, has been rejected. 


Dwight Seine, spokesman for the Marshal- 
lese people at a meeting of the UN Trusteeship 
Council’s Standing Committee on Petitions, 
reported that after the March 1 H-bomb tests 
inhabitants of two atolls in the Marshalls 
became seriouly ill. 


The experiments, he said, were 
frightening for everyone who lives 
area,” though the people believed 
honesty of the administration. 


“ very 
in the 
in the 


‘But we know that we are very weak and 
that nothing can be done about it. All that 
we can do is plead with the United States 
and write petitions to the United Nations.” 


The Standing Committee turned down a 
suggestion from India urging that the Inter- 
national Court of Justice at The Hague should 
be asked to rule on the legality of the tests, 
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and that all experiments should be suspended 
in the meantime. 


A Soviet resolution asked the US to com- 
pensate the inhabitants for property damage 
and to restore full rights to the ownership and 
use of the land which the Marshall Islanders 
formerly possessed. It also asked for the end- 
ing of the experiments since they were incom- 
patible with the trusteeship agreement. 

The Soviet proposal was rejected by nine 
votes against, India and Syria abstaining. 

The Indian proposal had been defeated in 
a complicated paragraph-by-paragraph vote, 
with a majority of at least seven voting against 
each of its parts. 


Britain’s vote 


Finally the Council passed a_ resolution, 
proposed jointly by three NATO countries, 
Belgium, France and the United Kingdom, and 
adopted by nine votes (India, Syria, and the 
USSR abstaining). 

This, according to UN Daily Report, asked 
the US to take adequate precautions to safe- 
guard the inhabitants of the Pacific Islands if 
it considers further experiments necessary in 
the interests of world security ; expressed regret 
that damage had been caused in the Marshall 
Islands from earlier tests, but noted with satis- 
faction that all those affected had recovered 
and that damages were being compensated. 


Memories of 
Hiroshima 


In Japan, 1,600,000 signatures have been 
obtained to an appeal to UN calling for 

1. The prohibition of the production or testing 
of atomic weapons ; 

2. The international control of atomic energy 
“in order to make the people secure from 
terror and total annihilation ” ; 

3.The utilisation of atomic energy for the 
enhancement of the welfare of mankind. 

In a message accompanying “ The Book of 

Signatures,” the sponsors, The Universal Love 

and Brotherhood Association, the Oomoto 
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INDO - CHINA 


S we go to press the news comes of the 

settlement in Indo-China. Before the end 
of the week hostilities will have been 
brought to un end in Tonkin, and as diffi- 
culties of communication are overcome, pro- 
gressively throughout the rest of Indo-China. 


There has been an evident readiness on both 
sides to make concessions, but a great share 
of the credit must go to M. Mendes-France, 
who has brought a spirit and intelligence to 
the business that was badly needed among 
the Western statesmen. He has now to face 
the difficult European problem, where we 
hope that the qualities he has shown in re- 
gard to South East Asia will be equally 
evident. 
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Above: Collecting some of the 1,600,000 
signatures to the Japanese H-bomb petition 
in Osaka City, Japan. Below: Demonstra- 
tion in Salisbury (England) against the manu- 
facture of the H-bomb and the deception of 
the public by a belief in Civil Defence. A 
report of this protest outside the Guildhall 
appeared in Peace News last week. Photo 
shows, second from left, Ronald Tickner, 
Secretary of Salisbury H-bomb Campaign 
Committee and organist at Salisbury Cathe- 
dral; fourth from left, against pillar, Coun- 
cillor Austin Underwood. Others are local 
members of the Peace Pledge Union, Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation and supporters of the 
National H-bomb Campaign. 
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UNA urges 


PEACE BONDS 


(and Savings Certificates) 


FOR 
WAR ON WANT 


From a Correspondent 


ALTHOUGH no pacifist could, or 

would expect to be satisfied with the 
majority of the decisions taken at last 
weekend's annual meeting of the British 
United Nations Association at Harrogate, 
in a negative sense this was a much more 
hopeful conference than it might have 
been. 


For the first time in its history the Associa- 
tion heard a challenge to the doctrine of 
Collective Security, when Ivan Geffen (Gates- 
head) argued that in present circumstances it 
was only an alternative name for collective 
suicide, with the rival power blocs each arming 
and alleging aggression against the other. 


Barely ten delegates voted with him, how- 
ever, and UNA’s policy is to urge an 
immediate halt in the arms race “under the 
most effective system of international inspec- 
tion and control that is now practicable.” 


No extension of NATO 


The conference failed to reach the group 
of resolutions dealing with the H-bomb, but 
included in its “disarmament” resolution a 
statement that merely to call for the banning of 
the bomb was a dangerous over-simplification 
of the problem. 

Later, a group of members of the National 
Executive moved a resolution calling on the 
Government to declare that it would not 
increase its expenditure on arms or enter into 
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Insist on 


Guatemala investigation 
—NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL 


FPHE Executive Committee of the National 
Peace Council, says a statement issued last 
week, regards with grave concern the fact that 
the application of the then Government of 
Guatemala for an immediate consideration of 
its case by the Security Council was rejected. 

The right of the Government of any 
member-State of the United Nations to com- 
plain that an act of military aggression is 
being employed against it, and to ask that the 
Security Council shall examine such complaint 
is, in the view of the National Peace Council, 
vital to the authority of the United Nations 
and to the principles of their Charter. 

The Executive Committee deeply regrets, 
therefore, that H.M. Government failed to 
direct its representative to vote against the pro- 
posal to refer the Guatemalan application to a 
body which is no part of the United Nations 
organisation, and thus to acquiesce in setting 
a precedent which undermines the responsi- 
bility of the United Nations for preventing 
aggression. 

Since the success of the revolt has not made 
clear whether an act of aggression has been 
committed or not, the Committee urges H.M. 
Government to insist that the Security Council 
should investigate the matter in order that the 
facts may be established. 


|. AND IN BRITAIN, TOO| 
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LESSONS OF GUATEMALA 


HE facts uncovered by the fact-finding mission which was to 
* report to the Organisation of American States on July 7 have 
not so far been revealed. It is these facts that will presumably 
come before the Security Council after the Organisation of 
American States has done with them, 


While we are waiting for a respectable gloss to be put on 
them we may give some consideration to the major lessons that 
may be drawn from the Guatemalan affair. 


The Arbenz Government, dubiously democratic, was not Com- 
munist. It had an odd Communist here and there associated with 
it, and it had the support of the Communists. 

The small extent of its Communist associations was made 
quite clear in the British press before the invasion from Honduras 
actually took place, and some newspapers adopted a new designa- 
tion for a government with regard to which it might subsequently 
be necessary to arouse prejudice: “ Communist-tinged.” , 

Although the Government of Guatemala was not Communist, 
however, it had one thing in common with the Communists of 
outstanding importance. It believed that the social policy it was 
secking to develop could be defended by armed force ; and the 
most important Iesson that we have to draw from the events in 
Guatemala is that in the conditions of today this is a complete 
illusion, 

Now we are not urging that in the conditions of devclopment 
and opinion in Guatemala there was any possibility of the 
Guatemalan people defending their social order by non-violent 
resistance to attempts to overturn it. We have already remarked 
that its regime was very dubiously democratic, and it is obvious 
that any community that resolves to defend itself by the method 
non-violence must have established the essentials of democracy ; 
for as well as courage, a policy of non-violent resistance to aggres- 
sion requires the highest degree of general consent and a readiness 
to apply democratic self-discipline. 

There is a great deal of illiteracy and ignorance in Central 
and South America, the people are used to the settlement of 
gucstions of government by appeals to force at top level and are 
ready, as a measure of self-protection, to transform an apparently 
enthusiastic support for one government to an equally enthusiastic 
support for the clique that displaces it. ; 

In such conditions it would be absurd to talk of disciplined 
non-violent resistance to aggression. What the events of June have 
demonstrated, however, is that it is equally absurd to think that 
aggression can be resisted by arms where a big power has decided 
to put itself behind an aggression against a small nation, 

Had the Guatemalan regime been completely free from Com- 
munism and its people completely democratic it would have been 
equally powerless against the decision of the US Government to 
overthrow it so long as it placed its dependence on arms. That 
is a reality that democrats have to face everywhere today. 

If, however, the Guatemalan people could have decided that 
their regime was their own regime, that it was worth defending, 
and that the only way to defend it was to refuse to submit to US 
aggression by developing a disciplined power of non-violent 
resistance to the tools of American policy we believe that their 
defence could have been successful. 

What has been outstandingly obvious in the Guatemalan 
affair is the extent to which American-supplied arms outweighed 
the very small number of men engaged on either side. The last 
stage of the negotiations was conducted under the repeated threat 
of bombing from US-supplied aeroplanes ; but even in the earlier 
phase it was very apparent that the equipment Colonel Castillo 
Armas had at his disposal counted for a great deal more than the 
few hundred men under his command until he was able to con- 
script the peasant population of the territory he passed over. — 

In fact the war was possible only because of the arms given 
by the USA to Colonel Castillo Armas while taking steps to sec 
that arms did not reach the Government of Guatemala. Had the 
Arbenz Government been able to obtain all the arms it could 
afford to pay for, however, it would have made no difference in 
the final outcome. 

The lesson of the Guatemalan struggle is two fold. First, a 
small nation under threat of aggression can place no faith in 
UN protection. Such “ protection ” will only be given when the 
powers on both sides in the world power struggle are ready to 
face world war, and in that event it will be of no more advantage 
to the aggressed nation than to the rest of the world. Short of 
this, when the aggressor is a great power, UN, which is not 
impelled by moral considerations, will not make a pronouncement 
that will be of any help to the small nation. Secondly, if the 
small nation relies on armed power it will equally fail, for in 
warfare today, material counts for a great deal more than men. 

Where men can make themselves effective as men is in the 
power of personal will expressed in non-violent resistance to any 
attempt to impose conditions by force. 

Such a course requires discipline and a high degree of 
courage. It means a great readiness for personal suffering and 
sacrifice ; not greater than the soldier faces, but without the aid 
of the illusion that helps the soldier on. 

It has been shown that it can be developed, however ; and if 
freedom is to live on earth it will have to be developed again. 
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LETTER FROM THE USA 


Britain, USA and China 


MR. ATTLEE was more than usually 
. outspoken in his criticisms of 
America when opening the debate on 
Foreign Affairs in the House of Com- 
mons, but nothing he said justified the 
Prime Minister’s remark that his speech 
was “one long whine against the USA.” 


Sir Winston was, perhaps, anxious lest 
Mr. Attlee should steal the limelight, for 
what the Leader of the Opposition did 
was to give expression to the very legiti- 
mate concern which an_ increasing 
number feel about America's attitude to 
the Peking Government, their share in 
the Geneva talks, their handling of the 
Guatemalan revolt and their habit of 
threatening other nations. Mr. Attlee 
took as grave an objection when the 
weapon was financial as when it was 
armed violence. 


The Prime Minister was also anxious 
to justify his visit to America in terms 
of the misunderstanding which it had 
cleared up. But were there concessions 
involved of which we have not been 
made clearly aware ? 


It is not right that a better understand- 
ing should always be produced by the 
British point of view being made sub- 
servient to American policy. 

Britain would serve the cause of 
Anglo-American friendship, and the 
peace of the world, better in the long 
run if i¢ would stand firm in its attitude 
when it believes that the State Depart- 
ment is wrong. 

In regard to the Peking Government, 
the Prime Minister said an important 
word: 

“We are not going to raise the 
question of the entry of Communist 
China into UN at present but think 
September is the first time it could be 
raised.” 

True he added “and we believe that it 
would be better for all concerned that 
it should be postponed to a later period.” 
Even so, here is the first definite hint that 
the British Government is not opposed to 
the issue being raised at the next UN 
Assembly. Every possible influence must 
be brought to bear on the Prime 
Minister to persuade him that if not 
earlier than September then not later 
than during the next session of the 
Assembly the matter should be again 
raised. 

Britain must announce her support for 
the admission of the Peking Government 
to UN as clearly and unequivocally as 
America has refused hers. 


Germany stays divided 


DERIAPS the Prime Minister’s most 

important statement was the Anglo- 
American decision to restore freedom (or 
sovereignty, both phrases were used) to 
West Germany whether EDC is ratified 
or not. 

The Bonn Agreements which were 
supposed to restore sovereignty to West 
Germany by giving the Bonn Govern- 
ment much greater freedom of action, 
are linked with the Paris Treaty and 
cannot operate in advance of the ratifica- 
tion of EDC. 

As we pointed out at the time, the 
freedom granted is hedged in by severe 
limitations and the sovereignty of the 
Bonn Government is restricted by the 
right of the Occupying Powers to resume 
control over West Germany in an 
emergency, of which they are to be the 
sole judge. 

Nevertheless the Anglo-American deci- 
sion taken without consultation with 
France is another slap in the face to M. 
Mendes France, if it is not an actual 
threat. 

lf France feels dubious about ratifying 
EDC she will hardly feel happy about 
restoring sovereignty to West Germany 
in advance of any agreement about the 
Saar, even though Britain and America 
have decided that the restoration of 
sovereignty will not carry with it the 
immediate right to rearm. 

Rearmament is still nominally to be 
governed by the EDC conditions, though 
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deferment does not imply any change in 
the decision to rearm West Germany or 
any real slowing down of the process. 


It would appear to be extremely 
doubtful whether America and Britain 
have any right to take such unilateral 
action. France will, of course, have every 
right to refuse to accept the Anglo- 
American decision or to give up the 
occupancy of the French zone. 

But what has happened to the argu- 
ment that national sovereignty must 
involve the right to armaments, if a 
sovereign West Germany is not to be 
allowed a national Army? 

Why should supporters of German 
rearmament argue that Germany will 
have an army in any case so that it is 
better that is should be limited, if they 
are now prepared to trust a sovereign 
Bonn Government to accept a deferment 
of the military proposals? 

The new proposals, unfortunately, 
seem to rule out the possibility of 
another conference with the USSR. They 
also rule out the unification of Germany, 
the restoration of sovereignty to an All- 
German Government and the liberation 
of all Germans from the tragedy of an 
impossible division and of arming against 
each other. 


‘sMulti-racial” 


FA UROPEANS in Kenya have 

~ launched a new. party, the United 
Country Party. Headed by Mr. Michael 
Blundell—who exhibits from time to 
time a dubious and vacillating “ liberal- 
ism ”—it is to support the principle of 
* multi-racial” government. 

“ Multi-racial” is a keyword in the 
double-talk that dominates African 
politics. By its use it is sought to convey 
a progressive and humanistic outlook 
that will relegate to the past the concep- 
tion of holding one race in permanent 
subordination to another. 

Britain is a multi-racial community, 
in which racial minorities such as Jews 
and West Indians have equal rights with 
the rest of the inhabitants of these 
islands. The voting power of these min- 
critics, however, is a minority voting 
power, and their votes are cast in pre- 
cisely the same way as the votes of the 
larger racial group so that the vote of 
every man and woman in the community 
is of equal value. 

The United Party conception of a 
multi-racial community with a multi- 
racial government is quite different from 
this. It means that the different races 
shall vote in strict separation as separate 
“communities,” and although represent- 
atives of the different racial communities 
are to sit together in the government, it 
is to be on such a basis that the black 
millions shall be kept in permanent sub- 
ordination to the white thousands, 


The way to solution 
TINHE toughness of the problem that will 
* ultimately present itself for settle- 
ment in Kenya ts indicated by the policy 
statement issued by the European 
Electors’ Union on July 6. 

This demands among other things that 
there should be no change regarding 
European rights in the “ White High- 
lands,” the preferential areas set apart 
for European settlement; that all ques- 
tions should be settled from Kenya’s 
point of view and not from a racial 
angle (this is a variant of our old friend 
the ‘‘non-political”—meaning Conserva- 
tive— point of view. Here non-racial 
means white); that Europeans shall be 
arbiters of their own rights and wishes 
in the education of their children (but 
not of course, Africans); that no other 
language than that of the white minority 


shall be accepted forsany: administrative 
or legal purpose; and that skilled people 
should only be of European descent and 
to that end European immigration 
should be encouraged. 


We believe that it©is an open secret 
that General Sir George Erskine regards 
the settlers as at least as big an obstacle 
in the way of pacification of the country 
as the Mau Mau. 

We are convinced that the only way to 
get real peace in Kenya, with a genuine 
endeavour to bring its African popula- 
tion to democratic self-government, will 
be by getting the settlers out of the 
country. 

We have repeatedly urged that they 
should be bought out, being given fair 
compensation for the interests they will 
be called upon to relinquish. 

The longer this step is deferred the 
more the position will be aggravated. 


Aggression seems to pay 


TI\HE State Department have been 
quick to recognise the new Guate- 
malan government and has thus adopted 
a completely different standard to that 
applied to the Peking Government. 

lf the Chinese government came to 
power through vioience and aggression 
so did Col. Armas. 

If the USA can argue in spite of the 
facts that there is no certainty that the 
Peking Government will be able to 
maintain its authority, what guarantees 
are there that the new government has 
any security of tenure in Guatemala ? 

The only reason why America insists 
on barring the Peking Government is 
that it does not want another communist 
country represented in UN. 

Mr. Dulles was challenged at a recent 
Press Conference about views he 
expressed in “War or Peace,” written in 
1950, in which he said. 

“A growing weakness of UN is its 
lack of universality . . . its decisions 
cannot reflect reality if it excludes from 
membership a substantial part of the 
world community. I have now come 
to believe that the UN will best serve 
the cause of peace if its Assembly is 
representative of what the world 
actually is, and not merely of what we 
would like. Therefore we ought to be 
willing to admit that all nations should 
be members without attempting to 
appraise closely those which are good 
and those which are bad .. . If the 
Communist Government of China 
proves its ability to govern without 
serious domestic resistance then it too 
should be admitted to UN.” 

What has made him change his mind? 

His answer was that he was arguing 
for universality but that as the idea of 
limited membership was adopted and is 
in the Charter, “that is what we are 
bound by at the present.” 

In other words he has adopted the 
very reasons put forward by Soviet 
representatives to justify their veto on 
the admission of other nations proposed 
by the Western powers. 


What about Formosa? 
QNE of the facts behind Mr. Dulles’ 
change of view is unwillingness to 
abandon Formosa in spite of the new 
and unpalatable facts supplied by Dr. 
K. C. Wu, its former civil governor, who 
be aiee broken with Chiang Kai- 


shek. 

Dr. Wu talks openly about the “police 
state of Formosa’ and of the undemo- 
cratic methods employed by Chiang and 
his son. Chiang's forty-five year old son 
by a former wife is married to a Russian 
Communist and according to Dr, Wu is 
introducing totalitarian methods into 
the Formosa Government, all the mem- 
bers of which were handpicked and its 
officials chosen by a pre-selected ballot. 

The secret police are involved in 
shootings, secret arrests and imprison- 
ments without tri 

On America’s own argument, there- 
fore, there is no more reason to approve 
of the presence of the Formosan repre- 
sentatives at UN than of those of 
Peking. 
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Last week John Swomley outlined some 
of the factors which prevented US inter- 
vention in Indo-China and went on to 
discuss various moves which had been 
made for the establishment of SEATO, a 
South East Asian counterpart to NATO. 


This week he examines some of the 
problems which would result from the 
establishment of SEATO. 


MWNHE following are some of the problems 
and dangers which would result from a 
South East Asian military pact: 


1. The United States could go to war in 
Asia by Administrative decision and with- 
out Congressional approval since an alliance 
in advance commits the nation to “ defence” 
of other nations in the alliance. 


Vested interests 


2. An alliance would be ineffective with- 
out the participation of colonial powers 
like Britain and an economically interested 
power like the United States. No great 
nation with vested political, economic or 
military interests can operate on a largely 
altruistic basis safeguarding Asians from 
Communism without trying to profit at their 
expense. Such an alliance will be inter- 
preted by both Communist and non-Com- 
munist Asians as an effort to preserve the 
Western power position rather than to pro- 
tect Asians. In turn this will tend to alienate 
non-Communists who oppose any type of 
imperialism in Asia. 

Ly 


3. An alliance without India and other key 
Asian nations is doomed in advance to be 
thought of as imperialist. 


4. The inclusion of Australia which ex- 
cludes non-white immigrants together with 
the traditional racial attitude of the US 
will suggest to Asians that the alliance is 


other even to repel aggression against a 
third Asian country. 


7. There is very little hope other than in 
India’s leadership for a significant alternative 
to Communism and totalitarianism in Asia. 
A policy which drives India into Chinese 
arms is long term foolishness even if in the 


THIS WOULD BE SEATO 


ee to perpetuate “white” control in 
sia. 


5. Asians are suspicious of Western 
military power not only because we had to 
destroy Korea in order to “save” it from 
Communism but because of the atom and 
hydrogen bombs. Our use of the atom 
bomb on Japan and our testing of H-bombs 
in the Pacific which endangered the life and 
seafood of Asians has convinced many that 
we would use such weapons on Asians but 
not on Westerners. This is bound up with 
the feeling that we consider them racially 
inferior. 


6. A South East Asian alliance would 
further alienate India from the West and 
increase rather than diminish sympathy with 
Communist China. India’s opposition to 
such an alliance was made clear in the Chou- 
Nehru statement which in effect said that 
neither would use armed forces against the 


short run some land is temporarily saved for 
the West. On the other hand a policy which 
would encourage India in democracy and the 
non-violent traditions of Gandhi and would 
promote a rising standard of living would 
provide an ideological and political alterna- 
tive to Communism. 


8. It is likely that Asians, if confronted 
only with a choice between American 
militarism or Chinese Communism—between 
liberation through the kind of destruction 
that took place in Korea or Chinese totali- 
tarianism—will choose Communism rather 
than war. 


9. A military alliance would depend on 
the willingness of the United States to pro- 
vide both the major share of soldiers, air 
and naval power to give it substance and the 
bulk of the money and equipment to sustain 
it. A military alliance with such an invest- 
ment would become the cornerstone of our 


South East Asian policy as NATO has 
become in Europe and would preclude any 
adequate alternative programme for dealing 
with Communism. With such a policy we 
cannot take the offensive against the idea 
of Communism nor encourage the social and 
economic change which alone would give 
hungry and landless people a stake in their 
own countries sufficient to prevent infiltra- 
tion and revolution, 


10. The result of such an alliance may well 
be, a repetition of stalemate as in NATO 
from, which we ‘may - eventually have to 
retreat, or it may keep the world in a state 
of perpetual tension. But if ever called into 
question, as NATO and the European Army 
programme have bcen in recent months, it 
would probably be too late to change to 
another programme. 


Irrelevance of UN 


11. Another regional alliance tied to a 
great power like the USA or USSR further 
weakens and divides the United Nations. 
This is especially true when such an alliance 
is aimed in part at China. Therefore any 
problem arising which involves China or 
South East Asia would require by-passing 
the United Nations because China is not a 
part of the UN or because a_ regional 
arrangement would have prior interests. The 
Geneva conference is striking evidence of 
the irrelevance of the UN to this South East 
Asian problem. 
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AFTER HOUSE FOR 
HIROSHIMA— 


Houses for Korea 


FrLorp SCHMOE, American Quaker who 

led a group of young people in building 
houses in Hiroshima as an act of repentance 
for the dropping of the atom bomb, is now in 
Korea on a house-building project. Supporting 
him is “Houses for Korea,” 580 Minnesota 
Avenue, San Jose, California, USA, an ad hoc 
fund-raising body. 


Schmoe and his group are working in the 
village of Kumyangiang-ni. He writes: 

“Tt was almost totally destroyed in the 
war. Now most of the 3,000 inhabitants have 
returned, and with them came a thousand 
refugees from farther north. There is not 
enough work for all. Some men are paid 
only the rice they eat. Their wives and 
children gather wild greens and roots to add 
variety to their diet. 


“They are all trying to rebuild their 
homes and their lives, but for most it is 
a struggle simply to live. We are trying to 
help them help themselves. 


“We chose a small area where we could 
help in many small ways. Already we have 
a free medical clinic and dispensary serving 
most of the sick mothers and children of the 
area, 


“We are helping to rebuild several small 
irrigation projects. Rice depends upon water. 
We are helping organize farmer co-opera- 
tives, repairing roads, curbing wells, building 
additional rooms for tubercular patients so 
that they will not have to sleep with other 
members of the family.” 


Floyd Schmoe, who has now seen the results 
of three wars in a dozen different countries, 
says that no country has suffered so much in 
such a short time. ‘ War hit Korea a terrible 
blow. And from the beginning this was never 
Korea’s war.” 


The great issues 


“ The peoples of the Middle East and South- 
east Asia are today in the midst of revolution 
founded on complaints as specific as ours were 
then (1776) and, to them, as important. These 
complaints are, in part, the following: 

1. Ownership of the land by a few. 

2. Absence of schools for children. 


3.A great lack of doctors, first-aid clinics, 
hospitals. 

4. Governments that are corrupt, and elec- 
tions that are rigged. 

5..A system of taxation under which million- 
aires pay little or no taxes. 


“These are the great burning issues in the 
villages from the Mediterranean to the Pacific. 
It is on these issues that the revolutions are 
based. These revolutions are in many instances 
directed by Communists. But there is not an 
ounce of Communism in the issues themselves. 
There are, indeed, very few Communists in 
this region, Communism has very little appeal 
to the hungry peasant, He wants to own his 
land—to be able to walk around it, fence it, 
and say, ‘This is mine,” 


—William O. Douglas, in a recent US maga- 
ine article 


She missed the train to Hiroshima 


Fumiye Miho, who missed her train into 
Hiroshima on the day the atom bomb fell and 
so survived to returm to her native Hawaii 
(which she left in 1940 to study in Japan) is 
on her way back to Tokio to work there for 
the American Quakers. She will be one of a 
group of nine Americans, which includes three 
conscientious objectors. 


FAIR SHARES 


ANE member of the Peace 
pledge Union, who wishes 
to remain anonymous, recently 
sent a substantial contribution 
to the PPU Headquarters Fund 
after disposing of some in- 
herited shares in a company 
about whose work she felt a 
serious concern. 

Although many PPU mem- 
bers may not own any similar 
shares, we are all of us to some 
extent caught up in the machinery of a society 
geared to war preparation, from which there 
seems no way of escape until the whole basis of 
our society is changed to that of a community 
which seeks constructive peace. That is one 
reason why we must be increasingly active in our 
efferts to secure the transformation of our 
foreign and domestic policy. 


We believe in “fair shares” all round and 
desire a world in which that applies everywhere, 
but it must also apply to our own expenditure— 
fair shares as between essentials and non-essen- 
tials, and | would suggest that the Peace Pledge 
Union .is an essential. Even if we cannot sell 
doubtful shares, we can make certain that a fair 
share of our money is given to such vital work. 


If we are honest with ourselves | doubt if 
most of us could say that the money we give to 
constructive peace work bears a fair relation to 
what we have to pay in taxes, or choose to 
spend on goods which, although quite legitimate, 
are still luxuries. 


If you agree with me will you please send us 
what you regard as your fair share. We do not 
ask for more, but we do ask for that, because 
without your help we cannot do all we might to 
secure a world in which it is possible to provide 


fair-shares for all. 
STUART MORRIS 
General Secretary 


Our aim for 1954 £1,000 
And we really need this 
Amount received to date+— £296 


Donations to the Peace Pledge Union should 
be sent. marked “ Headquarters Fund,” to the 
PPU Treasurer at Diek Sheppard House, 
Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 


THE CHURCH AND THE H-BOMB 


We tend to be less 


honest than scientists 
—Dr. SOPER 


“NUCLEAR WEAPONS HAVE BROUGHT MANKIND TO 
THE POSITION IN WHICH THERE CAN BE NO VICTORS IN 
WAR, TO THE POSITION WHERE WAR IS HUMAN SUICIDE.” 


GPEAKING to a crowded meeting in Kingsway Hall, 

London, organised by the Methodist Peace Fellowship 
and entitled ““ Methodists Must Think Again,” Dr. Soper 
pointed out that this was a sentence from the “ Policy for 
Peace” presented to the Methodist Conference by the 
Christian Citizenship Department and accepted by the 
Conference. 


Yet in spite of this phrase, by refusing to accept an amend- 
ment put by the Rev. John Banks, of Manchester, and seconded 
by himself the Conference had sanctioned the use of these very 
weapons under certain circumstances. 


_ , “This is tommy rot,” he continued. “It is not only blasphemy; 
it is lunacy.” 


_. “There fs a very real peril that we tend to be less honest 
in our pulpits than are the scientists in their laboratories. We 
have no right to forge God’s signature to a way of life that 
will not work.” 


* Methodists must indeed think again or we are going to be 
the laughing stock of those who do think.” 


Speaking at the close of his Presidential year he said: “ The 
outstanding impression on my mind is that Methodist people are 
by no means all at one with the official representations made on 
their behalf.” 


He knew that the H-bomb petition did not go far enough, 
but he did not think the phraseology mattered very much. It 
had got people on the move: There were now nearly one million 
signatures, 


He believed that Methodists too were on the move. “It 
might well be that we should thank God for the emergence of 
the H-bomb: it may have knocked the door open; it may have 
given us the opportunity to go through that door.” 


What was needed, he concluded, was an act of faith. We 
could not prove that the Christian way was right and practical 
unless we first took up the cross. Only those converted to paci- 
fism, and actively witnessing for pacifism, could lift up the cross 
as he believed it should be lifted up—with faith and certitude. 


Professor Coulson, FRS 


Professor Coulson, Rouse Ball Professor of Applied Mathe- 
matics at Oxford University, said two thirds of the peoples of the 
world were hungry, and tor the first time in history they were 
aware that hunger, poverty and disease need not be. 


“I believe the Christian is committed to a policy of pro- 
viding food, raw materials, fuel and power to all the peoples 
of the world.” 


Every day the population of the world increased by more 
than 70,000 people. Vo maintain our present standard of life 
we should need by 1960 to have increased our food production 
by 90 per cent. This year we had increased it by about 2 per cent. 
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BUILDING UP TOMORROW’S CITIZENS 


rd : ° 


Top : Two of 50,000 Costa Rican (Central America) children receiving 
free daily rations of milk provided by the United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF). In many economically underdeveloped countrics milk is 
almost non-existent in the diets and in some of these places UNICEF is 
providing free milk for hundreds of thousands of children. In other 


The task facing us required realism. It 
required also ideaism: an acknowledgement 
that there was a moral order in the Universe. 


The Rey. David N. Francis 


“One of the most significant developments 
of our generauon is the abandonment oy ail 
Scholars of any allempt to jusuly war by the 
New Lestament” said the Chairman, the Rev. 
David N. Francis, in opening we meeung. 
“Not all men dare to louow the way oL 
Jesus, but no more are they in any douot as 
to What that way is.” 


Our urgent need today was not for wisdom 
to perceive the wili of God, but courage to 
do at, and faith in the words: “ Suincient 1s 
ihine arm alone, And our Detence Is sure.” 


There were three factors in the world which 
heiped the Chrisuan to determine his atutude 
to war: 


1. .he cynicism of modern diplomacy. We 
had just lought a war lo purge our enemies 
OL the taint of muiltarism, and were at 
present buuying them to take up arms again. 


2. [he object lesson of Korea: three years of 
tuule carnage nad led to stalemate in which 
all were losers. 


3. Modern methods of war: the H-bomb had 
clarined the situauion so that we were now 
laced with one question: 

“Are you willing to press that button?” 


The Rev. W. Stacey 


The Rev. W. David Stacey, of Eastboume, 
said the Christian must deal with the reai 
problem and not wilh symploms. However 
uesperate might be the si.uauon in Germany, 
fasiern Europe or Malaya, these were but 
sympioms, ine real disease began, not in 1917 
wnen Lenin seized power, nor yet in 1848 
when the Communist maniresto chatienged the 
world, but cenluries ago when mediaeval 
leudalusm began to break down. 


The real problem was an ideological one: 
Chrisuanity versus materialism. Worid policies 
nad been based on materiaism and a neglect 
OL Spiritual values. Fear produced tear, and 
threat produced counter thieat; there was no 
vision, DO lust, and no bevel in God or man. 
Bul Materialism had not worked. Lhe 1914 
war produced Kussian Communism ; the 1939 
war Chinese Communism, ‘Lhe Christian way 
was to demonsuaie a higher quatily of hie, 
and to re.urn good for evil. “ Let us remember 
that Jesus has nauowed this way not only by 
Mis words, but also with his precious biood.” 


_ The Methodist Peace Fellowship—an associa- 

tion of pacilisis within the Mewmodist Church 
——has its headquarters at 29 St. James’ St, 
London, W.C.1. 


Off to Guiana 


Dr. Soper left London last Wednesday for 
British Guiana. 


He said he was going there “to preach, 
find out all I can, and make contact with 
Left Wing thought, but not Communists,” the 
News Chronicle reported. 


Atomic energy for 


the layman 


By TONY BRADSHAW, B.Sc. 


PAURING the months of January and Feb- 
ruary this year a course of lectures was 
given at the University of London under the 
auspices of the Atomic Scientists’ Associa- 
tion and the Department of Extra-mural 
Studies entitled “News and Views of Atomic 
Energy.” 

These lectures which were addressed to the 
layman have now been published under the 
title ATomic ENercy, A Survey * and the 
book can be thoroughly recommended as 
being exactly what that title implies for it is 
an up-to-date survey by acknowledged ex- 
perts on the various applications of atomic 
energy in weapons, as a source of industrial 
power and in the field of medicine. 

The final lecture on Atomic Energy and Moral 
Issues given by Prof. Kathleen Lonsdale and 
Sir George Thomson is a departure from the 
field in which the layman has little or no 
right to argue with the scientist and as such 
will no doubt cause controversy but the 
organisers of this series of lectures must be 
given the credit not only for refusing to 
avoid the moral issues but also for their 
choice of speakers. 

Prof. Lonsdale who will be well known to 
readers of Peace News made an able state- 
ment of the minority case drawing a clear 
distinction between morality and expediency. 
Sir George Thomson expressed a point of 
view which is more widespread; that al- 
though there is no moral defence of the 
Hydrogen bomb as a weapon, it is a 
deterrent and as such is helping the cause of 


peace. 

Here then is a book which ought to be widely 
read for although we cannot admit that an 
expert knowledge of the facts of atomic 
energy qualifies us to make correct moral 
judgements we can hardly expect others to 
agree with our moral judgements if we dis- 
play a complete ignorance of the facts. 


* Taylor and Francis Ltd. Paper 4s. 9d. Cloth 
6s. 9d. Obtainable from Housmans’ Book- 
shop. 


‘RISK FOR RISK” 


Risk for risk, for myself I had rather take 
my chance that some traitors will escape 
detection than spread abroad a spirit of gene- 
ral suspicion and distrust which accepts 
rumour and gossip in place of undismayed and 
unintimidated inquiry. I believe that the com- 
munity is already in process of dissolution 
where each man begins to eye his neighbour 
as a possible enemy; where nonconformity 
with the accepted creed, political as well as 
religious, is a mark of disaffection; where 
denunciation, without specification or backing, 
takes the place of evidence ; where orthodoxy 
chokes freedom of dissent ; where faith in the 
eventual supremacy of reason has become so 
timid that we dare not enter our convictions 
in the open lists to win or lose. 

—Judge Learned Hand. 


instances UNICEF equipment and _ technical 
assistance from the Food and Agricultural 
Organisation have helped governments to estab- 
lish milk plants such as the one shown in the 
bottom picture, recently completed in San 
Fernando, Chile. 


BRIEFLY ... 


To training a bomber 
pilot: £25,000 


The cost of training a British bomber pilot 
up to the time he joins a squadron is about 
£25,000, according to the Air Ministry. 


United Nations Association groups and 
members are showing Quaker peace posters 
in increasing numbers, reports the Peace 
Committee of the Society of Friends 
(Quakers). 

Latest poster reads: “The H—bomb: What 
is moraly wrong cannot be politically right. 
And doesn’t this apply to all armaments? ” 
Posters may be had from The Northern 
Friends Peace Board, Clifford Street, York. 
6d. post free. 


A street in Bonn, West Germany, named after 
a famous German pacifist has been re- 
named. “ Berta von Suttner Platz” is now 
Berliner Freiheit ” commemorating the June 
riots in Berlin, not the author of ‘‘ Lay down 
your arms,” 


New York State Peace Council is distributing 
copies of the Peace News H-bomb leaflet. 
“American attitudes seem to have been 
about equally divided between arrogance and 
apathy,” says the Peace Council’s news letter. 


Although the Government of Siam is a member 
of the International Labour Organisation it 
has not ratified any of the more than 100 
Conventions adopted by ILO since 1919 


according to a letter to the Bangkok Post 
(February 2, 1954), from a UN official. 


IT NEED 
NOT HAPPEN 


The Alternative 
to 


GERMAN REARMAMENT 
by 

ANEURIN BEVAN TOM DRIBERG 

BARBARA CASTLE IAN MIKARDO 


RICHARD CROSSMAN 
HAROLD WILSON 


On Sale July 23rd 


Order it now from your newsagent or 
send I/Ijd for a copy to Tribune, 222, 
Strand, London, W.C.2 
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Our interview wit 
By Councillor E. A. C. ROBERTS- ofo COVENTRY 


IIE Home Secretary, Sir David Maxwell Fyfe, met representatives of the Coventry 
City Council on July 12 for a discussion following the Council’s move to disband 


its Civil Defence organisation. 


Alderman Stringer and I put two series 
of questions to Sir David. Alderman 
Stringer’s questions were as follows : 


Q. Do you agree that the present organisa- 
eion should he called Civil Rescue ? 


A. Sir Maxwell Fyfe did not think that a 
change of name was of great importance ; and 
“Civil Defence” was a statutory expression 
and its general meaning well understood. The 
important aspect was that Civil Defence should 
be regarded as an organisation undertaken by 
the Government and local authorities jointly as 
part of the general plans for the country’s 
defence. 

Q. Does the present policy of the Govern- 
ment give any physical protection to the 
public § 

A. The extent to which, and the means by 
which, the population could be protected in 
war was being studied by the Civil Defence 
planning staff. 


Q. Is not the main purpose to boost morale? 


A. One of the objectives of Civil Defence 
was to support morale ; but not at the expense 
of facing reality. 

Q. Falling the outlawing of the H-bomb, 
would not a national mobile organisation be 
the best form of Civil Defence ? 


A. There was a great deal of scope for 
centrally administered Civil Defence forces ; 
and the Government had made progress in 
providing for them. But however powerful the 
centrally organised forces might be, there would 
always be much that only local authorities 
could do in the field of Civil Defence, particu- 
larly in the field of services coming into play 
after the attack and sustaining the life of the 
community. 

My questions were : 


Q. In the event of an H-bomb dropping 
upon our city, do you believe that the Civil 
Defence organisation can save our citizens ? 
If so, how ? 


A. There would be no defence against a 
direct hit from a hydrogen bomb. But, how- 
ever large the central zone of complete destruc- 
tion, there would always be a peripheral zone 
in which destruction was not complete and 
where lives could be saved by effective Civil 
Defence. 


Q. Are you satisfied with the adequacy of 
present Civil Defence organisation? Are you 
prepared to persuade our citizens that the Civil 


Defence organisation is satisfactory ‘against 
H-bomb warfare ? 


A. He was not satisfied with the present 
position; Civil Defence was a developing 
service and at present fell far short, of the 
peace-time aim. He would try, as he always 
had done, to make improvements, and in this 
he needed the help of local authorities. 


Q. Are you willing to make an assessment 
of the effects of an H-bomb dropped on a city 
and the action that should be taken by Civil 
Defence in all its aspects, i.e., Medical, Fire, 
Radio-activity, Food, Water, Sewage, Public 
Services, etc., and what would be the situation 
if ten were dropped upon key centres in various 
parts of Britain ? 


A. The effect of hydrogen bomb explosions 
over our cities was now being studied. 


Q. Do. you consider that’ Civil Defence 
would be better organised if the ‘National 
Government took direct and complete respon- 
sibility instead of the local authorities ? If so, 
why should it be so ? 


A. There was need for both-central Govern- 
ment and local authority measures in civil 
defence. 


Q. Are you prepared to ask the Govern- 
ment to make international approaches to the 
other great powers to bring about the abolition 
of the H-bomb by international agreement ? 


A. The deputation should know that, as he 
had already stated, the Government’s supreme 
objective was to remove the danger of war, 
and should be aware of the steps taken by it 
to bring about international discussions on 
disarmamoat. 


Disband 


Following this interview the Council reached 
the conclusion that it had been made abund- 
antly clear that there is no defence against an 
all-out offensive with this weapon and even a 
limited attack would be beyond the scope of a 
local authority to deal with. It was therefore 
decided to inform the Home Secretary that 
Civil Defence shquld be mobile and organised 
on a national basis and treated:as an arm of 
the Services. 


It wasalso’ decided, as reported in Peace 
News last week, that the Home Secretary. and 
the Minister of Health should be informed that 
the City Council are: no longer willing to dis- 
charge their functions of organising the Cov- 


h-Maxwell Fyfe 


entry Division of the Civil Defence Corps nor 
to discharge those of their Civil Defence 
functions which have been placed upon them 
with the intention that they shall be carried 
out primarily by members of the Civil Defence 
Corps; and that the Civil Defence Committee 
be disbanded. 


FOoTENOTE: The Coventry Council have 
written to the municipal authorities at Stalin- 
grad informing them of the attitude taken by? 
Coventry on the question of civil defence and 
asking them to take similar action in order to 
help remove the menace of the H-bomb. 


They have since received a letter from 
Dresden (German city that suffered world’s 
worst air raid), asking them to appeal'to the 
Dresden Council in the same way. 


Among the hundreds of letters that have 
been received from various parts of the world 
is one from a candidate for the USA Congress 
complimenting Coventry on its stand. 
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ALBERT SCHWEITZER 


By Tom 
Albert Schweitzer—an introduction by Jacques 
Feschotte. A. & C. Black, 7s. 6d. 


HERE are two things about this book 
which set it apart from the other litera- 
ture on Schweitzer. 


The onc is that it is a brief, yet comprehen- 
sive account of his life and thought; the other, 
that it contains two hitherto unpublished 
addresses by him. 


The first of these addresses is a revealing 
little reminiscence of his boyhood. The 
second, his address on ‘the occasion of his 
installation as a member of the Academie des 
Sciences Morales et Politiques in 1952. It_is 
called ‘The problem! of ethics in the evolu- 
tion of human thought.” 


In this address Schweitzer returns to a 


favourite theme—a comparison of Eastern and 


Western philosophical thought. 


He is speaking of the principle of non- 
activity, the quietist renunciation of the world 
which he finds so evident in Oriental religious 
thought. He says: 


“Non-activity, implies non-violence. It 


MORE ARMS°—=°OR LESS? 


LABOUR'S DEFEAT in the 1951 elec- 

tion was due to the ruinous arms 
drive which threatened financial and poli- 
tical bankruptcy. The Churchill Govern- 
ment saved the situation. Unfortunately 
the “guilty men” have remained in 
power in the Labour Party and are 
anxious to get another chance. 


The facts are well known. Under American 
pressure (Britain was living on tick—Washing- 
ton Loan, Marshall Aid, etc.) an unbearable 
rearmament burden was imposed upon Britain’s 
economy. 


Whereas some Labour leaders sold 
Britain’s independence to America and suc- 
cumbed to Washington’s offers, the Conserva- 
tives have moved towards Britain's 
economic and political independence. 


It was Sir Winston who was foresighted 
enough to safeguard British interests regarding 
the US decisions on the use of the A-bomb. 
We know from the “ Private Papers of Senator 
Vandenberg ” how this safeguard was sold: 


In 1947 Vandenberg and Hickenlooper 
were startled to discover that Mr. Roosevelt 
had agreed that the US would not use the 
atomic bomb against any country without the 
consent of Britain. 


“Vandenberg had discussed it with Presl- 
dent Truman, Marshall and_ Forrestal. 
Hickenlooper . . . expressing the greatest 
dissatisfaction . .. stated that he would be 
unable to support American financial aid to 
Britain unless this (ending of consultation) 
was accomplished .. . 


“In January, 1948, agreement was reached 
. .» to remove the restriction on the use of 
the bomb. The final decision was left in the 
hands of the President.” 


“ARMS DRIVE” FOR DOLLARS 


The devaluation of the pound made Britain 
dependent on the US, as Stafford Cripps said 
a 18, 1949, “We must earn more 

ars.” 


Under the panicky war hysteria in 1950-51, 
the US compelled, her Western Allies to multi- 
ply their arms expenditure in order to “ nego- 
tiate from a position of strength” (Mr. 
Acheson’s favourite phrase). As a_ result, 
Britain and France disrupted their’ economics 
and headed for bankruptcy. 


Within a year the cost of “defence ” nearly 
doubled. Said Mr. Gaitskell in the Budget 
speech on April 11, 1951: 


“TI arrive at a total estimate for defence 
preparations of about £1,490 million, an 
increase of about £690 m. over last year’s 
expenditure.” 


Britain’s economy was seriously damaged. 
Introducing the £4,700 m. three years’ pro- 


Labour’s 
tragic 
blunders 


By Francis Rona M.Sc (Econ.) 


gramme, Mr. Attlee declared on January 30, 
1951: 


“‘T make no attempt to deny that it must 
affect our standard of living . . . This pro- 
gramme will inevitably reduce the exports of 
these (metal using) industries...” - 


The £4,700 m. programme had to be scaled 
down later by Sir Winston Churchill who 
acknowledged that “Mr. Bevan’ was right.” 
Britain’s economic position gravely deteriorated 
in spite of the hundreds of millions of dollars 
‘“* Defence contribution ” by the US. In 1954-55 
“American Aid” (Cmd. 9075, p. 7) amounted 
to £85.3 m., of the total military Budget of 
£1,640 m. 


DISASTROUS MISCALCULATIONS 


_ Mr, Gaitskell stated on December 21, 1950, 
introducing the first rearmament programme of 
his manufacture : 

\ 


“Though we had to rearm swiftly, we 
must not throw away our recovery nor sacri- 
fice the economic independence we had just 
regained, 


“Tn 1951 there will be a very much larger 
bill for imports than in 1950... In 1950 we 
had not been buying very much and stocks 
had fallen . . . There is no great difficulty in 
selling our exports because overseas demand 
is likely to remain buoyant.” 


Mr. Gaitskell’s disastrous miscalculations had 
the following economic effects : 


1. The cost of living: jumped 
a year (Monthly Digest: 
October | 129%) and food prices *\rose 
(March 128%; October 142.8%; Basis 
June, 1947 = 100). No rise so great'as 
this had occurred since World War I. 


2. Britain’s external trade deficit . jumped 
from £437 m. in 1950 to, £1,424 m. in 1951 
(Bd. of Trade Report, Imports cif. £3,904 
m., exports fob. £2,580 m.) 


by 10% in half 
arch 119%; 


3. Britain’s dollar and gold reserves declined 
from £1,380 m. in May, 1951, to £594 m. 
in April, 1952. 
Mr. Churchill was right.in saying on Sep- 
tember 7, 1952, at Woodford : jes 


“We had to face the grave financial crisis 
with its imminent danger ‘of- national bank- 
ruptcy. It ‘was the fear of having to cope 


with this which had forced our predecessors 
(Labour) to have a General Election.” 


But Mr. Gaitskell, instead of being 
impeached for squandering Britain’s wealth in 
a breakneck’ ‘arms. drive”. is nominated 
Treasurer. Poor Labour Party—if he is elected. 


_ Among, British Chancellors, Mr. Gaitskell 
was the only one ignorant of the Bank Rate. 
He wrote in Reynolds News, on November 30, 
1952: “ What sort of financial policy have the 
Tories pursued ?. They doubled the Bank Rate 
from 24%-to 44%” (the correct figures..being 
2% to 4%). Can Mr. Butler take such “ opposi- 
tion” seriously ? 


TUC TOTALITARIANISM 


A handful of Union officials, commanding 
block’ votes and without a mandate from their 
members for political decisions, have estab- 
lished a kind. of Mutual Security Agency to 
fight Bevanism, which they regard as even more 
dangerous than Commynism. 


Mr. Bevan obtained in 1953 1,142,000 votes 
for his election to the Executive from Labour 
constituencies, who democratically select their 
MPs’‘and therefore decide on actual policy 
matters. Neither Mr. Gaitskell nor Mr. -Morri- 
son enjoy the full confidence of Labour Party 
members, as shown at, the election results for 
the Executive in the past years. (In 1952 Mr. 
Morrison: was. unsuccessful with a) total of 
ecient: votes, Mr. Gaitskell received 330,000 
votes. 


Twisting the will of the electorate, the TUC 
block votes try to force through Germany's 
remilitarisation thus endangering world peace. 
They seem to regard it as their task to rubber- 
stamp any foreign policy accepted by the 
Morrison-Gaitskell wing. 


The reason why Mr. Attlee would not take 
his former Foreign Secretary to Peking and 
chose Mr, Bevan instead may well be because 
of Mr. Morrison’s agreement with the US on 
the bombing of the Yalu river plants on the 
Korea-China frontier. 


The Daily Express on June 27, 1952, quoted 
a US Defence official who, questioned about 
responsibility for, the Yalu bombing, said: 
“The matter was definitely cleared in principle 
by Herbert Morrison, then Foreign Secretary, 
when he was in Washington.” 


“This was confirmed by the British 
Embassy,” the Daily Express added. 


« There are few, if any, rank-and-file Labour 
members who would prefer to see Mr. Morri- 
son in Geneva instead of Mr. Eden. 


The Morrison-Gaitskell wing completely 
misjudge’ the intelligence of the electorate if 
they believe that their blunders and’ peate- 
endangering policies will secure a majority at 
the next election. 


The TUC’s block votes are eles when the 
constituencies have the final word. 


Wardle 


saves a. man from the danger of harming 
others by acts of violence. 


“Non-violence is extolled by ‘the philo- 
sophers of Brahmanism, Sankya and Jain- 
ism. Like Buddha, they consider it the 
high-point of ethics. It is, however, imper- 
fect and incomplete. It allows a man to 
be egotistic to the point of thinking of 
nothing but his own salvation. This he 
hopes to secure by a mode of life which 
conforms to a true knowledge of the nature 
of existence. It exacts this, not in the name 
of compassion, but.in the name of a meta- 
physical theory ; and though it asks him to 
abstain from evil {t does not require him 
to og in accordance with the wish to do 
good.” 


The trouble with men of extraordinary 
genius like Schweitzer is that they write and 
say too much. It becomes impossible for the 
common student to assimilate it all, let alone 
comprehend it. 


And much of what Schweitzer writes about 
is in anticipation of future developments in 
general thought. As far back as 1919 he was 
engaged on a massive piece of research which 
included a study, in considerable detail, of all 
the main religions of the world. He later 
published “ Christianity and the Religions of 
the World.” In 1935 he finished a book, 
“Indian Thought and Its Development.” In 
the address quoted above he roams the whole 
world of time and space in consideration of 
the problem of ethics, and he is performing 
in his own person, his own mind, what per- 
haps many men will come to perform in the 
future—a reconciliation of the profoundest 
thoughts of man. 


- 


His assessment of Eastern and Western 
thought leads to no glib synthesis, no easy 
root formula which reduces all conceptual dit- 
ferences to non-essentiality. -He is acutely 
aware of the enormous contribution of Hindu, 
Buddhist, Chinese and Arab thought to the 
religious treasury of the world, but he is too 
sincere a scholar to overlook their inade- 
quacies as he by no means overlooks the in- 
adequacies and errors of an ossified and for- 
malised Christianity. 


Speaking in Weimar, Germany, in 1932, on 
one of his last visits before the war, he ap- 
pealed to an) audience gathered to celebrate 
the bi-centenary of Goethe for “men of con- 
templation—and_ yet’ men: of action’ also.” 


Schweitzer is in*this sense, the Western 
counterpart of Gandhi. Born into a society 
where activism is the dominant theme, he 
searches down to the very springs of Western 
thought and belief to find again the~ lost 
treasure of ‘its ethos. 


He reminds. his world,.in his works and his 
dedication, of the necessity, the prime neces- 
sity, of taking thought, .and more than 
thought, before action is engaged upon. Truly 
informed, tnily inspired, truly reflective, man 
might perform great deeds of worth; preci- 
pitately, thoughtlessly, he may stumble into 
ruin. . 


Gandhi for his part turned the minds of his 
fellows to.action as the.fruit of,contemplation. 


Together these men are helping a world to 
move towards a real marriage of its two great 
streams. of thought—not a harlotry resulting 
perhaps in, deformed and unwanted offspring 
~-but.an honest, open and recognised , union 
which -will. be, blessed by..its own healthy, and 
natural issue, in course .of time. 


. The kind’ of problem raised’ by this quota- 
tion, and referred to frequently in’ the whole 
book, is ‘worthy of more serious attention than 
it has had, hitherto from -the friends and: fol- 
lowers, of, Gandhi: and) Schweitzer alike» In 
same ways. this; contest» between activity rand 
non-activity is, at the .root of .much, of. our 
personal and_ religious difficulty. today.'~.For 
too long has the idea been abroad that. the 
two were contradictory and could not be.con- 
tained within the same frame, ; 
Schweitzer contained them. Schweitzer, ex- 
pressed them. Schweitzer justified them... 


yIng this. book <his life. is.all too: ecantily ore- 
viewed. But it is a humble work—it:does not 
set) out-to be more than an introduction to 
this, great man’s life and endeavour, and as 
that it is werth while. 


The keynote of Schweitzer’s life was unity, 
unity of idea and ideal; unity of theory and 
practice; dare one say—unity of man and 
God. Whatever “Albert Schweitzer was—theo- 
logian, philosopher, missionary, musician, doc- 
tor, social’ worker or saint, he was a justified 
man. ' . 
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@ FROM PAGE ONE 


Page Six 


PEACE BONDS FOR 
“WAR ON WANT” 


extensions of defence arrangements such as 
NATO. An amendment was moved by Mr. 
Davison (Cambridge) and Major-General Lyne 
(Chairman of the NEC) to delete the ban on 
such extensions, but this was defeated by 74 
votes to 69. The main resolution was supported 
by 96 to 61 votes, but was declared lost as this 
represented less than the required two-thirds 
majority. 

A resolution from Cambridge, Welwyn 
Garden City, Edinburgh and Hexham 
Branches, calling for Britain to join, or at 
least enter into confederation with EDC, was 
heavily defeated, as was an amendment to 
it, which opposed German rearmament and 
called for new negotiations for a free, united 
Germany which should not be permitted to 
take part on cither side in the Cold War or 
have arms for a provisional period of 10 
years. This was moved by Iven Geffen and 
supported by John Ferguson, Chairman of the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, who spoke of 
the fear of German arms throughout Eastern 
Europe and reminded the conference that more 
lives had been lost in Warsaw than the total of 
British and Americans, as a result of the war. 


To close the gap 


In the session devoted to social and_eco- 
nomic problems, John Holland, for the NEC, 
called on the Government to pledge £44 
millions for the proposed UN Fund for Eco- 
nomic Development, without making this 
conditional on disarmament as is at present 
intended. 


This Fund would in time enable the under- 
developed countries to help themselves. At 
present it was impossible for them to find the 
funds for urgent capital investment in land 
drainage, transport and communications, and 
other measures without which the gap between 
their living standards and ours would become 
ever greater. 

“Every year of delay” he said, “ means 
hope deferred for hundreds of millions of 
people.” The resolution was carried without 
dissent. 


Another resolution, calling for funds to be 
provided on a 3-year basis for the UN _Tech- 
nical Assistance programme, with a British 
contribution of £3 millions (i.e. a 50 per cent. 
increase) was also carried without dissent. 


A novel proposal from the Ealing Branch, 
moved by Dr. Hughes, called on the Govern- 
ment to enable the man in the street to help 
voluntarily with these projects. It suggested 
that the Post Office and the National Savings 
movement might sell gift coupons and special 
savings certificates (Peace Bonds), the pro- 
ceeds of which should be used to aid the 
underdeveloped areas of the world. This too 
was carried. 


Support for refugees 


On the Refugee problem, John Ferguson 
(NEC) said that there is no regular allocation 
of funds to enable the High Commissioner to 
keep alive the 350,000 people still under his 
care. A recent plea for $3m. for immediate 
needs had so far produced less than half that 
sum. 


Our own Government had so far made one 
contribution only, of £100,000, and had 
recently opposed in UN a scheme for the 
long-term resettlement of refugees, which 
would cost £12 m, over a 5-year period. 


{n proportion to national income, Switzer- 
land had been more generous than Britain. 
An urgent plea to the Government for a 
further British contribution to the UN Refugee 
Fund, and to support the principle of a five 
year programme to solve the problem, was 
contained in the Resolution, which was carried. 
An emergency resolution on Guatemala 
criticised the British delegate to the Security 
Council for having supported reference of 
the issue to the Organisation of American 
States. 


London Labour Party 
against arming Germany 


From a Correspondent 


ALL except one of the delegates to a 
4% London Labour Party Conference on July 
17 rejected the views of Mr. Denis Healey, MP 
favouring Germany’s rearmament. 

Mr. Healcy’s persuasive and _ well-pointed 
arguments did not impress the 800 to 900 dele- 
gates and about thirty of them effectively 
pointed out the speaker’s inconsistencies and 
incomplete presentation of the facts. 

When Mr. Healey urged an end to the 
“colonial occupation” of Germany, he was 
asked whether the same applied to Malaya, 
Kenya and British Guiana, but made no reply. 

James Hudson, MP, carried the meeting with 
him when he declared that “Mr. Healey scems 
to know nothing of history. 

“Did Germany,” he asked, “ defend Western 
democracy in the ‘thirties? ” 

Mr. Hudson, a Quaker and pacifist, suggested 
the building up of better relations with Russia, 
not by more divisions of soldiers, but by 
creating conditions for mutual understanding. 

The chairman of the conference refused to 
accept a motion but no one could doubt that 
there was a solid majority in the London 
Labour Party against the remilitarisation of 
Germany. 


London revolt against CD 


Tottenham (London) Borough Council was to 
be asked at yesterday's meeting to end CD 


“until the Government provides adequate 
protection against atomic and hydrogen 
bombs. 


Many speakers felt that the betrayal of 
Guatemala had gravely damaged UN, and 
pointed the contrast with the speedy reaction 
to the attack in Korea four years ago. 


Although opposed by Mr. Price Holmes 
(Chairman of the conference) and_ others, 
mainly on legalistic grounds, the resolution was 
carried. 


There was no opposition to a_ resolution 
calling for a declaration that the Government 
would not agree to transfer the Protcctorates 
of Basutoland, Bechuanaland and Swaziland to 
the Union of South Africa without the con- 
sent (taken by plebiscite) of their inhabitants. 


Two pacifists John 
Holland were re-elected 
Executive Committee. 


Ferguson and John 
to the National 


= From Page One 

Aizen Young People’s Association and the 
Oomoto Aizen Women’s Association tell the 
United Nations : 

‘““March 1, 1954, the day on which the H- 
bomb test took place has now become a never 
to be forgotten day—a day which has become 
deeply engraved in our memories even as the 
effects of Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombings 
still remain with us. In the face of the tragic 
devastation which the A-bomb caused nine 
years ago we could only cry, ‘No more 
Hiroshimas!* and pray that mankind might 
never suffer again from such a calamity... 

(Now) . “the mere testing of the latest 
development in atomic warfare in peacetime 
has victimised and terrified beyond measure 
the people of Japan. Japanese fishermen. . . 
became victims . . . contaminated fish which 
could not be marketed, brought about a 
shortage in one of the basic foods in the 
Japanese dict as well as bringing untold fear 
and apprchension among all the people. The 
rain, which has proved to be radioactive has 
caused great uneasiness also. 


We believe in one world 


“It was with a feeling of relief that we 
heard th announcement by the United States 
Government that the series of atomic tests for 
this spring was ended. But it seems clear 
from the report on June 2, submitted to the 
House-Senate Atomic Energy Committee by 
the Atomic Energy Commission, that the state- 
ment did not mean the absolute cessation of 
experiments. It is also reported that tests in 
thermonuclear reactions are being developed in 
countries such as the USSR besides the United 
States. . . 

“Now we must pray to God, from the 
bottom of our hearts, for, ‘No More Bikinis’ 
and appeal to every nation in the world, to 
make them understand our concern. With the 
purpose of promoting and advancing the move- 
ment against the production of atomic 
weapons, its use and testing thereof, we set 
aside the 30 days from April 25 to May 25 as 
a period in which to gather signatures from all 
parts of Japan. 

“This movement was carried out with the 
u/most seriousness of purpose and has received 
the strongest support from the public. 

“Throughout our campaign, we have never 
had the intention of arousing anti-American 
feeling or anti-Sovietism nor any other 
antagonism. We shall be greatly disturbed 
if our aims are in any way misunderstood. 

The peace of the world can never be attained 

on the basis of racial hatred. 


“We believe in the oneness of the world, 
and the brotherhood of man under One God. 

“The British Labour Leader Attlee in his 
speech before the House of Commons, spoke as 
follows: ‘A month’s delay will increase the 
danger many fold. The great civilisations 
began to fall while the people were still saying, 
the worst cannot happen yet, there is still 
plenty of time.’ It is indecd very true. Tomor- 
row will be too late.” 


U.S. has been less 


than sympathetic 
—TIMES CORRESPONDENT 


The Tokyo Correspondent of The Times 
(London) reported on July 16: 

Four months after the United States began 
its latest serics of hydrogen bomb tests at 
Bikini in the South Pacific it is clear that the 
effect on Japanese public opinion and on 
Japanese-American relations has been severe. 
It is not too much to say that the tests have 
done more damage to understanding with the 
West than anything since Hiroshima. 

The aftermath of these events has extended 
far beyond the 23 fishermen of the Fukuryu 
Maru who, wandering within range of the 
Bikini tests and becoming subject to the physi- 
cal effects of radioactivity, are still detained in 
hospital for observation. These men, who are 
not now and never were on the danger list, 
have become symbols of a nation-wide anxiety. 

Although the first panic has abated, a state 
of neurosis persists about the “ashes of 
death” which are held to have impcrilled the 
lives and livelihood of 87 million inhabitants. 

There is much resentment among thinking 
people at any attempt to make light of this 
threat, and your Correspondent has not met 
a single Japanese who does not feel strongly, 
almost irrationally, on the subject. The feeling 
is widespread that the United States has been 
less than sympathetic in its approach, even 
though it undertook to pay compensation to 
the fishermen involved. 

Japanese opinion may be summed up in the 
following general comment: “We were the 
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Revolution by resolution 


In many of the resolutions submitted to the fifty-third conference of the Labour 
Party there is a combination of naive ignorance and utopian idealism. ‘‘ This con- 
ference believes that the time is now ripe for Britain to take the moral leadership 
towards the creation of an atmosphere of peace.” So says the Wallsend Constituent 
Labour Party ...In the same mood there is a call for a conference to abolish war, 
disease and misery. It is a vain, pathetic hope. Revolution by resolution is not on 


the agenda of human destiny. 


[7 is a notable fact that those who pur- 

sue an ideal are usually condemned, 
often with anger, occasionally “more in 
sorrow than in anger,” as being foolish, 
fanatical, or dangerous. 

It may be “ignorant and naive” to suggest 
that it is time that Britain took a moral lead, 
and such a suggestion may be so far removed 
from reality that it can be brushed aside as an 
impossible and rather foolish item for any 
political agenda, but nevertheless it may be 
eminently desirable, and it may well be a 
realisable ideal. 

{t surcly is time, and more than time, that 
Britain, with its great pride in democratic 


angry 


== 


The safety zone around the Marshall 
Islands H-bomb testing area, transferred to 
Britain, with Birmingham as the centre, 
would include the entire British Isles, half 
of France, all of Holland and Belgium, and 
Germany as far as Frankfurt. 

Ritchie Calder, Science Editor of the News 
Chronicle made these facts known in his 
newspaper. They are quoted in the H-bomb 
leaflet published by Peace News at 2s. 6d. 
100. 


first people to be subjected by a Western 
Power to atomic bomb attacks on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki in the war, and now we are the 
first to be affected by the hydrogen bomb 
explosions at Bikini.” The implication is that 
somehow the Japanese are being uscd as guinea 
pigs for the development of these dread 
weapons. Naturally, the Communists have 
been active in fostering this view, but the fact 
is that many unpolitically minded Japanese 
feel the same way. 


Experiments utterly 
wrong = Nehru 


Mr. Nehru, referring in a speech at Allaha 
bad to the appeal made by the Marshallese 
said: “ These experiments are highly improper 
and utterly wrong. 

“The Marshall Islands were handed over to 
the Americans after the last war; before that 
they belonged to the Japanese, who had taken 
them from somebody else. 

“It was in these islands that experimentation 
with H-bombs was carried out by the Ameri- 
cans. The result of it was, that one whole 
island of the group of Marshall Islands was 
completely wiped off the face of the earth. 

“Although all human beings were removed 
from this island before the explosion, it caused 
great harm to the people living on the other 
islands in its vicinity. 

“ These are trusteeship areas and cannot be 
destroyed by hydrogen bomb tests. 


“Tt is true America has said she will pa 
compensation to people affected in the islands 
by such experiments and afford medical relief 
to those affected by radioactive ash. But 


money in this world cannot buy everything.” 


QUAKER IN CHINA 


OU From page one 


Everywhere a warm welcome was given to us 
and greetings of friendship and goodwill were 
sent to the young people of Britain. 

Visits such as this one can do a great deal 
to help better understanding between nations. 
I came away from China with a deeper 
knowledge of the problems that confront the 
backward countries of the world. Peace in the 
world is essential if China’s 600 million are to 
make material progress. 

There are many fundamental differences in 
our thinking and I believe the Quakers on the 
delegation made quite clear their attitude to 
war and peace. Our Quaker views were res- 
pected though not shared. 

I hope that this visit did something to bring 
greater understanding between the youth of 
China and the youth of Britain and that in a 
small way we helped to build the foundations 
of peace on earth. 


—Daily Telegraph, July 19, 1954, 


government, its boasted principles of humanity, 
its mucn vaunted place in the so-called “ free 
world,” should show by some means that it is 
prepared to take a moral lead. 

For long the world has been led by those 
who had great military power. Britain’s lead 
in the past has been based upon its military 
and naval strength, for by that means it main- 
tained a position of leadership, which has only 
recently been lost through the emergence, after 
the second world war, of the two great power 
blocs, the USA and the USSR, into positons of 
far greater strength. 

*« 


Britain’s Prime Minister, so long an advocate 
of “negotiation through strength” has suddenly 
dicovered the necessity, often stressed in this 
journal, for “ peaceful co-existence” with the 
Soviet Union, though the addition of the two 
words, “ vigilantly safeguarded ” had a kind of 
perverted echo that sounded uncommonly like 
“through strength” ! 

There are many who are bitterly disap- 
pointed, and indeed horrified, because Britain 
seems to have abandoned its leading position, 
lost its prestige, relinquished its power to 
dictate. These are the people who believe 
that national leadership in international affairs 
is a matter of guns, tanks, napalm, jets, and 
nuclear fission bombs. 

But there is another kind of leadership, and 
today there is perhaps no country in the world 
better fitted than Britain to give that lead to 
the Western hemisphere. 

It may be too much to hope that the Labour 
Party Conference will give time to this para- 
mount question, to the discussion of those 
values which once they held, and on which 
their party was built, but there can be no 
doubt that it would be infinitely more valuable 
to discuss the abolition of war and disease and 
ignorance and misery, than the rearmament of 
Germany, about which there are some thirty- 
five resolutions. 

It is obvious that the rearmament of Western 
Germany is not an isolated factor, but part of 
the whole reliance upon military strength as 
a means towards an end, the end being the 
dictation of terms through strength. 


* 


_In some respects it is true, that the resolu- 
tions as put down, have the kind of naivete of 
a mere pious hope, and yet the destiny of the 
human ace hangs upon the _ possibility 
of there arising a moral leadership that will 
show the way to the abolition of war. 

War will not be abolished by bans or pro- 
hibitions, by international agreements to con- 
trol atomic weapons, by reduction § of 
armaments, or by any other compromise ; that 
will only be achieved if some one nation, or 
nations, will, in fact, renounce it on moral 
grounds. 

There is a great wave of resistance in Britain 
today against the use of mass destruction 
weapons ; in some cases it may be through 
personal fears, but it is also, and largely, 
through the gradual growth of a genuine con- 
scientious objection to the use of those 
weapons by this country. 

A moral lead is no “vain and pathetic 
hope”; it is a plain necessity for the survival 
of the world. The revolution is, in fact, 
already taking place, and to resolve that it 
should, is not to be despised as a foolish item 
on the agenda of human destiny; it is there, 
willy-nilly, and the destiny of the human race 
hangs in the balance while we argue it. 

Wallsend Labour electors may be “ naive 
and ignorant,” but they are realistic, for what 
they ask is that for which the world waits. 
It is to be hoped that the fifty-third Labour 
Conference will not lose its opportunity. 
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